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Mr. Tony Coliero FIH is Chairman of the Insitute of Hospitality (Malta) and President of Skal (Malta) as well as General Manager for a leading DMC Company in Malta Parliamentary Secretary for Tourism Hon. Dr. Mario Demarco LL.D. MP., met a delegation from the General Workers Union made up of the President Mr. Victor Carachi and Tony Coleiro MBA FIH, Consultant for the same union and also Chairman of IOH, and Mr. Alex McFadden, President of TUC Merseyside UK, during which they discussed the possibility to explore more a particular niche market, mainly from and to the UK, which is becoming interesting and lucrative to those destinations, mainly room European and Asian Countries, that have already started offering holiday packages, conference and incentive packages to trade union movements all over the world. Tony Coleiro informed the Parliamentary Secretary that, through the Union’s International Division, they managed to penetrate into various Trade Unions Movements all over the world, with the intention to promote Malta and Gozo and also to use Malta as a hub for the inbound and outbound tourism for union members in other countries. The feedback was very positive, and to this effect the first positive contact came from the Trade Union Council – TUC in UK. This will give them the opportunity to market and promote the Maltese Islands with all Regional TUC’s Branches in the UK and other affiliated Trade Union Movements worldwide. Local Union Members will also benefit from attractive holiday packages offered to them in the UK. The meeting with Dr. Demarco was very positive and both sides agreed to establish an Anglo-Maltese Forum to see ways and means as to how to increase traffic to and from the UK with the participation of the Hospitality and Food Section of the GWU, Malta Tourism Authority, Merseyside TUC, Air Malta and MHRA. Dr. Demarco gave his commitment to provide assistance for various initiatives which includes a familiarization trip for British Trade Unions journalists, local UK Press and tourist trade journalists to visit Malta this year, 2009. He also promised his personal commitment and his Ministerial support for the success of this project. Mr. McFadden, Merseyside TUC president, also committed himself on behalf of his Union, to organize a trip to Malta in autumn for the Trade Union Delegation made up of Regional TUC Secretary Generals’ and Unity Trust Bank to set up an understanding of the local product and also procedures to assist British union members. Mr. McFadden will also be working jointly with the focus group to promote holiday packages for the Trade Union Pensioner Groups at favourable rates this winter season, i.e. November 2008 to May 2009. GWU and TUC have also stressed the point that all service providers involved in this project, and that are unionized, will be prioritized, although present non-unionized entities will be considered for this project where appropriate. It was also agreed that the new Forum will target two European Trade Union Congresses per year to take place in Malta 2009. TUC Merseyside will provide all the necessary facilities and opportunities to enable the focus group to organize conferences and promotional campaigns during TUC regional congresses in the UK and to gain support and understanding of the The Social tourism hub for International trade union federation - Tony Coleiro Page 14 March 2009 feature theHospitalitymanager feature March 2009 Maltese product as a destination for leisure, conferences and events. Air Malta will also be directly involved to get the best possible deals fro Trade Union Visitors from the UK and other European Trade Union Centres. Merseyside TUC will seek to bring in the best practice in terms of education work within British Trade unions, ’Union Learn Programs,’ and European TU projects for the Maltese Islands. More Trade Union Federations acknowledged their participation in this unique initiative by the Ministry of Tourism, Malta Tourism Authority and the General Workers Union, and in these last few weeks we have seen a delegation from the CISL, which is the second largest trade union in Italy, UGTT the main trade Union Movement in Tunisia, TUC one of the leading and largest Trade Union in UK followed by TUC specialised Trade union journalists from UK. The focus group chaired by Dr. Marion Demarco is also expecting the following trade union delegations made up of Secretary Generals and International Secretaries from the TUC, CGIL the largest trade union Movement in Italy, The Histadrut ("Federation" [of labour]) or HaHistadrut HaKlalit shel HaOvdim B'Eretz Yisrael (Hebrew: ץראב םידבועה לש תיללכה תורדתסהה לארשי , lit. "General Federation of Labourers in the Land of Israel") is the Israeli trade union congress, founded in December 1920 in Haifa as a Jewish trade union which would alsoprovide services for members such as an employment exchange, sick pay, and consumer benefits. The Confederation of German Trade Unions (DGB) is the umbrella organisation for trade unions in Germany. It consists of eight member unions. The DEOK was founded in I962 and reactivated in 1982 by a number of Trade Unions aiming: to offer “the third option” to the workers so that they could exercise freely and democratically their right to unionize, and to secure the existence of a healthy environment of pluralism into the Trade Union scene of the country. SEK members are the Free Labour Associations representing workers in various sectors of economic activity. – Cyprus The Associations are organised on a district basis and unite on an all-Cyprus basis in Federations representing specific sectors of employment. There are 68 Associations, which are members of SEK, i.e. 10 in Nicosia- Kyrenia, 8 in Limassol, 8 in Famagusta, 13 in Larnaca, 7 in Paphos and 23 with an all-Cyprus nature. The professional Federations, members of SEK, are the following: Federation of Private Sector Workers ; Federation of Industrial Workers ; Federation of Builders, Miners and Relevant Professions ; Federation of Transport, Petroleum and Agriculture Workers; Federation of Government, Military and Civil Services Workers ; Federation of Semi-Governmental Associations ; Federation of Hotel Industry Workers ; Representatives of the Federations are the Free Labour Associations, which represent workers in various sectors of economic activity. The Associations are organised on a district basis. There are 68 Associations, which are members of SEK, i.e. 10 in Nicosia-Kyrenia, 8 in Limassol, 8 in Famagusta, 13 in Larnaca, 7 in Paphos and 23 with an all-Cyprus nature. The Workers' Commissions (Spanish: Comisiones Obreras, CCOO) since the 1970s has become the largest trade union in Spain. The General Confederation of Labour (French: Confédération Générale du travail or CGT) is a national trade union centre, one of the five major French confederations of trade unions The Egyptian Trade Union Federation is the sole trade union federation in Egypt. Local Union Members will also benefit from attractive holiday packages offered to them in the UK. The meeting with Dr. Demarco was very positive and both sides agreed to establish an Anglo- Maltese Forum to see ways and means as to how to increase traffic to and from the UK with the participation of the Hospitality and Food Section of the GWU, Malta Tourism Authority, Merseyside TUC, Air Malta, Corinthia Hotels and MHRA. Dr. Demarco gave his commitment to provide assistance for various initiatives which includes a familiarization trip for British Trade Unions journalists, local UK Press and tourist trade journalists to visit Malta this year, 2009. He also promised his personal commitment and his Ministerial support for the success of this project. (
